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Charles, which happen'd the 
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the Election, q of a new, Emperon; 
3 the Subject of moſt Conver ſ, ations; K* 
| 7s 1 1 that the following Pamph- 


let, will give the Reader a ſuccint 
Account, 3 the State of the Empire, 
10 45 the Succeſſion and Election, would | 
mot be a diſagreeable preſent to the | 


Eublieꝶ, at 8 5 FOI. 


3 . 


's = "OY of ae: mperor, 


of Oftober, M. S. has render d © 


V 
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| tion was the Source of the 


oppoſition to the e 


7 be Right of Succeſſ Fon to the 


EMPIRE, Sc. 
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"CHAP. I. - 


0 taining a 1 hore Account of the 8 ucceſſion of the E imperarsy 
95 of GERMANY, 


2 ARTEN NR, or CHARLES the 
REA, King of the - Franks, having 
been (A. D. 800.) created and Crown'd 
Heftern Emperor, his Deſcendants poſleſs'd 
the Imperial N by Hereditary Right 
from Father to Vet thoſe Wiſe To 


perors, the betke 4 bt G geſtabliſh their Domi- 


Non. 7 to get Fe Laſt 9 before their Demize, 


confirmed by the. Princes and Gre# Men. This Confirma- 
E Lan Pour, that has 
Pi e ever ſince the Death of 


been raRtis'd i in the German, Em 
4 IV, the Eighth and L 
2 8 ho leaving 10 Iſſue Male, the German 
rinces and Great Men alle; bled at Mormes, where, in 
bh Hereditary Right of Charles 

the Simple, King of France, they would have Elected 
tho Duke of —— Emperor; which he refuſing, by 
eaſon of his e Age, they (in the Vear 912) con- 


ferr'd that Title on Conrade, Duke of Franconia and 
Fe who was the F Ele&ed Emperor, properly ſo. call'd: 


From this Time the Empire paſs'd by Turns, - thro? tha 
feveral Families of Saxony, Swabia and Franconia, till 
the Death of Conrade the IVth the 18th Elegted Emperor, 


which happening in the Vear 1254, WWilliam Count of 
Afteh 


| Holland was advanc'd to the Empire, 


5 » > 1 _— 1 = SI" 
_ * — CI IF EZ JP. "Th. F 


1 05 mperor of the 


(4) 


get. any one to accept the Imperial 2 At laſt 
enrade 7 Archbiſhop of Colen ſent, or went himſelf to Landon, 
to offer the Empire to Richard Duke of Cornwall, Brother 
te Henry III. K. of England, who accepted thereof, went 
into Germany, and was elected (1257.) at Franckfort. But 
finding that Dignity too chargeable for him, and 8 
expended all he was worth to maintain it, he freely re 
fign'd it, and return'd to England, atter he had enjoy'd it 
not much above Two Years. - 

Before this Reſignation Alpbonſo X. King of Caſtile, 
was alſo Elefted Emperor, by a contrary Þ: 


that there was an Interregnum of Fifteen Years, from 


the Emperor Richard's Abdication, to the Election (1273.) 


"of Rhadolph Count of OT. the 22d Elected Em- 
peror, and the Firff of the Auſtrian Family. 


After his Death, 1292) his Son, Duke Albert of 


Auſtria, put in for the Empire, but thro' the Intrigues 
of the Archbiſhop of Meni, Count Adolph of Naſae 
carried the Election. 

Adolph being defeated and kill'd in Battle by Albert... 
of Auſtria, the latter who had already been choſen K. 
of the "ny and afterwards Emperor, was Elected 
and Crown'd (1298. anew. 

After his Deceaſe, Henry VII. Count of Luxenbargh 
was the 25th Electeq Emperor; And upon his Dem 

; Lewis V. of the Bavaria 
the Auftrtan, enjo He 
and n Lewis Y 7 
He was ſucceeded hy Charles IV. King of Bohemia the 


275th Elected rer. E oſe Son Wenceſlaus having ins 


Empire, ſome Years together, 


herited the Kingdom of Bahemia, by his "Father's Death : 


me alſo nar Emperor. 
enceſlaus was deſpo ſed (1400) by the EleQors, wha 
ge ricky docus Magus of Moravia, Couſin German 


N 


to the late 0 dut he dying foon after, they elected 


Frederick Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh ; who havz 


Ing, not long after, been kill'd by Count Waldeck, they 
Choſe (1400) in his Room Ropers or Robert. Count Pa: 


tin. 


Upon his Deceaſe in 1410. $1G1SMUND, Son 


of the Emperor Charles IV. and Brother to the Emperor - 


por: 1 Yer who had reign'd in the Km gdom of Hungary 


aſter the OR bao Lewis his Father in 3 * 5 


After his Death, the 888 Princes had much ado to 


action, but 
he declin'd the Offer; and would not leave Spain, ſo 


Family, and Frederick III. of ; 
flefd it alone, till the Year 1 347. 


”: 


U 


430 
Ady anc'd bis! great Merit to the Imperial Dignity, 
n the Year by You and by his Firft Wiſe Mary, Daughtry | 
of the King of Hungary, brought that Kingdom into his 


Family, tho he had no Iſſue by her. 
his Second Wife Barbara Elizabeth, Daughter of 


Hat nan Count of Cilly, he had only Elizabeth, married 
to ALBERT II. of AUSTRIA, 55 — in her Right, 
Jucceeded his Father-in-Law, in the Kingdoms of Hun- 


gary and Bohemia, in December 1437 and about three 
Months after was elected Emperor. 

This Albert had acquired ſo great a Reputation, that he 
was calld the Wonder of the World: His Poſthumous 
Son Uladiflaus came to be King of Bohemia and Hungaria, 
but upon Albert's Death, Frederick III. his Couſin Ger- 


man was (1439.) choſen Emperor. 


Maximilian I. Son of Frederick III. having been Elected 


and Crown'd King of the Romans during his Father's Life- 
time, found no great Difficulty in getting himfelf advanc'd | 


to the Imperial Throne after ( 149 57 his Death. 
Maximilian had only one Son Philip, who liv'd to Man's - 


Eſtate; was Governor of the Low Countries; and by Mar- 


riage with the Infanta Johanna, Daughter of Ferdinand King 
of Spain; became poſleſs'd of the Kingdoms of Arragon 


and Caftile, with Pay Title of Philip I. "He dy'd 12 Yan 


before the Deceaſe of his Father Maximilian, which, hap- 
pening on - the 12th of of ep 1519. his Grandſon 


CHARLES V. (born the 23d of Sept. 1500.) was ſoon 
after advanc'd to the Imperial Dignity: Which Frederick 
the Wiſe, Elector of Saxony generouſ y refus d, and gave his 
Vote for CHARLES. | 


In the Year 1555. Charles V. reſign'd the Monarchy of 
Spain,” to his Son Philip IT. who had marry'd Queen Mary, 
and had been Crown'd King of England; and in 1556. 
reſign'd alſo the Empire to his Brother Ferdinand I, who got 
his Son Maximilian II. choſen King of the Romans in 1 562. 


and dying two Years aſter, was ſucceeded by him in the 


Empire. 
Maximilian u. ſecu rd the Sc of Hungary, Be- 


 bemia, and the Empire to his Son Rhodo{ph II. who upon 


his Death (1 577.) was Crown'd Emperor, but was never 


mary d. 


. Upon his Death, in 1612, the Electors RE Takes to the 


Imperial Dignity, his Brother Matthias, who dying (1619. 


without Iſſue, was ſucceeded in his Kingdoms and (1619. 
in tg Empire by | his * Ferdinand II. Archd uke of 2 
Out 


£6) | 


8 About two Months before his Death, which happen' d 
che 25th of February 1637. N. S. Ferdinand II. ſecur'd the 
Empire to his Son Ferdinand III. by getting him to bę 
"of hoſen King of the | Romans. Ferdinand III. made. his Son 
Leopold I. King, of Hungary, in 1655. and of Bohemia the 
Year: following. He would likewiſe have got him choſen 
King of the Ramans, but died (the 20th of April 1657. 
Ivhullt . he was, preparing Matters for that purpoſe. 
8 Notwithſtanding the Intrigues of the King of France, 
ho endeavour'd to get himfelf choſen Emperor, the Elec- 
tors advanc'd LEOPOLD I. to that Dignity on the 
* The Emperor Leopold had, among other Children, by 
bis third Wife Eleonora Magdalen Thereſa, eldeſt Daughter 
of Philip Milliam Duke of Neubourg, and Elector Palatine, 
two Sons, viz. FOSE PH- 7 ames-Ignatius-FOHN-ANTHO- 
NY-Euftace ; who in the Year 1690 was choſen _ King of 
the Romans, ſucceeded his Father on the 5th of May 1705. 
and dy d on the 17th of March, 1711. N. S,' 
And CHARLES-Francis- Foſeph-Menceſlaus: Balthaſar 
Fon Anthony-lgnatius, the then King of SPAIN: who 
died at Favorita the 19th of October N. 8. 
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Of the CORONATION, DIGNITY, auf 
POR of th EMPEROR © * 


Hen the Kingdom of Itahy was reputed part of 

i the Empire, the German Emperors were alſo Crown'd 
with the Crown of Lombardy, which is made of Gold, and 
adorn'd with Diamonds; but having a little Band of poliſh*'d 
Iron within it, gave it the Name of the Iron Crown; but 
now they deſpence with that Journey, and alſo that of be- 
ins Crown'd. at Rome, wirhout any abatement of thei 


Antient Rights to thoſe Crowns; for it is iettled by a Law ; 


made at Francfort, Anno 1388, and ratified | at Cologn, 
Anno 1339, that the firſt Election and Cornonation of 
Germans ſupply'd thoſe Omiſſions; and "inveſted the Em: 
peror with all the Rights and Dignities of the Roman and 
German Empire; And being confirm'd by the Pope, 
he has the Quality of Sovereign Monarch, and the 
# irſt Prince in Chriſtendom, and all things are done — 


1 


bis Name, tho' at the ſame time the whole Empire acts 
in general. He has Authority to Cofivoke Dyets and 
dther Aſſemblies, and to Prorogue or Diſſolve them. 
The Reſolutions of the Council, and the Decrees of the 
Imperiał Chambers, and the Court, are executed in his 
Name. He confirms alt Foreign Alliances 'and . Treaties; 
confers Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, not: by the Popes : Con- 
ceflion, as Eccleſiaſticks wow'd ſuggeſt, ' hut by. Immemoriab 
Right, ever ſince there were Biſhops in the Empire. 
He has alſo the Power of conferring Secular Dignities, 
2 | thoſe: of King; Prince, Arch-Duke, Duke Marquis, 
Landgrave, Earl and Baron: Thus Henry II. erected the 
Dutchy of Hungary into a Kingdom, in: favour of Stephen, 
who: was then but a Duke, Ladiſſaus, Dube of Babemia, 
was made King of Bohemia by the Emperor Henry IV. 
The ſame Examples of the Imperial Authority might be- 
ſhewed in all other Degrees and Titles, which extend 
not only to the Subjects of the Empire, but alſo to 
Strangers, as John Earl of Arundell, was made a Count 
of the Empire, by Nhodolph II. Robert Dudley was made 
42 Duke of Northumberland by Fredinand II. in 1620. 
and two late examples, Cbarles Granville Viſcount Lan 
down” Baron Eranvile of Kibkampton, was ; created a Count: 
of the. Sacred Roman Empire, and the Duke of Adaribrough: 
Prince of Mindelbiem, by the laſt Emperor's Father. 
The Emperor has the Right of deciding. the Precedency 
among the Princes and Stats of the Empire; the Power; 
of Life and Death, granting Pardon to Criminals, and of 
diſpoſing the Offices of the Court and the Empire, except- 
ing that of the Imperial Chancellor which „belongs to the 
Elector of Mentx. He alſo: Coins Money, Grants Fairs 
and Markets, Receives and Diſpoſes of the Revenues of 
the Empire, and has the Right of Reſuming the Eſtates 
and Revenues of the Empire, which have been uſurpt or 
alienated; but the chief of all the Rights he poſſeſſes, is 
the Diſpoſition of the Eſtates and Principalities that fall ta 
the Empire, by Forfeiture, or otherwiſe,  * 
But he cannot Raiſe new Taxes, or lay Impoſitions / 
upon the People, without the Conſent of the Neighbours; 
ing Eſtates, and the Unanimous Agreement of all the. 
Electors by Majority of Voices, nor can he put any Prince 
to the Imperial Ban, Confiſcate his Eſtate, or deprive, 
him of his Voice in Dyets, nor Alienate the Eſtates or 
Revenues of the Empire, without the Approbation of the 
Eleftors and the other Princes and Eſtates, And by 


* 


- 


4 
all 


conſent” to ſuch Propoſals © as they thought neceſſary for 
their own Safety; otherwiſe they would not Elect them; 
and by theſe Means, they regain'd the Rights which are 
and muſt be obſerved to Perpetuity. Theſe Proceedings 
were in Nature of a CONTRACT between the Em- 
pire and the Emperor before his Election, and were Rati- 
fied in the firſt Place after he was Proclaim'd; which 
continues as a Barrier to the Emperor's Authority; pre- 
vents his aſſuming 2 Deſpotick Power, and renders: the 
Imperial Government a kind of a ni Menarchyj. This 
Cendu or Capitulation was originally the Foundation f 
their Conſtitution, but being Impaird by Degrees, as! 
their Emperors encreas'd in Power, it was introduc'd 
de neue, under the Reign of the Emperor Charles V. who 
having: Large Dominions out of the Empire, the Elec 
tors apprehended he might Infringe and Prejudice the Li- 
derties of Germany, and therefore made theſe Conditions 
an irrecoverable Law which the Emperor ſubmitted to, 
and has continued in ſoree ever ſincdcge. 2 

Now 'as the Emperor's Authority receiv'd ſuch conſi- 
derable Diminutions. from what they were aſpiring to 
after, ſo it was no leſs aſtoniſhing to ſind his Revenue 
firunk” to a Sum, ſcarce able to fupport the Grandure 
of his Dignity; ſor tho” in Hereditary Kingdoms there 
is no diſtinction between the King's own Patrimony, = 


% 
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5 6. Demeſa i the "9 Ws make great Additions 


to his former Wealth; yet it is not fo in Elective King- 
 -doms, where the Son "does not always ſucceed the Father, 
| nd therefore the Poſſeſſion of the Crown to aggrandize 
his own Family, takes what he can from the Demeſn of 
the Imperial Crown; by which means, ſince the Empire 
became Elective after che Death of Louis III. Saxony, Fran- 
tenia, Suabia,, Bohemia, and ſeyeral other Provinces were 
given to the Heirs of thoſe Houſes, to the. great Impoveriſh- 
ment of the, Imperial Diginity, to thoſę who ſucceed by 
way of Election. Beſides this, all thoſe Places that were 
Feudatary to the Emperor i in Hahy, are in great Meaſure 
fallen off, Several Cities of Germany have purchaſed their 
Liberties and Exemptions. with their Money of former 
Emperors; and other Places have aſſerted, theirs by Force, 
ſo that the Demeſns of the Empire, which under Fre- 
| deriok. I. were valued. at 18 Millions of Livers, were 
reduc'd - almoſt to nothing but what was rais'd by Taxes, 
Subſidies, . Cuſtoms, and ſuch like Impoſitions; inſomuch, 
that the Emperor Charles, IV. told the Deputies, | The 
Eſtates of - the Empire ſent to him, that he receiv'd a 
much greater Revenue from Bobemia, than all the reſt 
ef the Em̃pire: 1 ardinal Granville openly told the 
Landgrave of He t Charles I. his Maſter, drew na 
Profit from the 1 — . and, that the German Princes ought 
to eſteem it their Happineſs, that they had a Monarch 
who was able by his own Eſtate, to maintain the Im- 
Dignity. At that time there was but one City 
| that belong'd to the Emperor, as Emperor; for all the 
Lands were divided among the Electors, Princes, Biſhops, 
Abbots, Earls, Lords, and free Cities; ſo that when 
the Emperor came into thofe Parts, the Biſhop of Bam. 
burg withdrew from. his own Houſe to give. the Emperor 
Entertainment. This View of the Weakneſs of the Em- 
ire, eſp pect to its Revenues, would tempt one ta 
mc Wig why "the Houſe of Au/ftria ſhould ſtrive with fo 


| _ tmuch Zeal and Care to preſerve the Imperial Crown in 


their Family ſince they draw ſo little Profit from the 
Demeſns; but this Objection will ſoon vaniſh, when we 
_ Eviiſider they enjoy many real and ſolid Advantages; which 
_ Jupply pecuniary Defects, tho' they are leſs Apparent and 
_. Viſible, for beſides the Glory of being the firſt Prince 

in Chriſtendom, he has the Power of diſpoſing of all 
Forfeited Eftates and Honours to the Profit of his own 


Children, the deſt Means a, Aggtandizing his | —_ 
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and putting them into a Poſſibility of Changing the Elec- 
tive Empire into a Hereditary Monarchy. Auſtria and 
Styria, forfeited by Ottocar King of Bohemia, came by 
this Means into that Family, by the Gift of the Em- 
deror Rhodolphus. A good Part of Suabia by the Death 


of Conradin youngeſt Son of the Emperor - Frederick, 


was acquired by the ſame Method. The Dutchy of Mila 
being at the Diſpoſal of Charlas the Vth. inſtead of an- 


|; nexing it, the Demeſns of the Empire, he join'd * 0 


his own Hereditary Dominions, which with the Alliances 
that Auguft. Houſe has made in all the Potent Families in 
Chriſtendom, renders them more Conſiderable than is commonly 


imagin'd. It was this Imperial Dignity that occaſion'd the 


Marriage between Henry Frederick the Firſt, and the 
Heireſs of Naples and Sicily, and of John Son of Henry 
the VIIth, with the Inheritrix of Bohemia, "Twas this 
Conſideration alone: that - annex'd the Provinces of the 
Low Countries to the eftates Auſtria, by the Marriage of May- 
imilian with the Heireſs of Burgundy, and which united 
Aultria with the Kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, by 
the Marriage of Ferdinand I. with Anne the Heireſs of 
thoſe Crowns; fo that there is no Cauſe to wonder why 


the Houſe of Auſtria ſhould endeavour to perpetuate the 


Imperial Crown in their Family, tho” the Revenues of 
that Dignity be not proportionable to thoſe of other Mon- 
archies. For befides the Ordinary and Extraordinary Du- 
ties and Impoſitions ariſing from the Imperial Cities and 
otherwiſe the Revenue is very ſmall: But then if they 
are but Poor Emperors, they are rich and Potent Princes 
and to give a great Weight to all the Affairs of Chriſten- 
dom: And England will not, I hope, eaſily forget that 
the Firm Adherence of the Houſe of Auſtria to the 
Intereſt of the late King //T1LLIAM, of ever Glorious 
Memory, contributed not a little to the Settlement of the 
REVOLTION, to which we owe our preſent: Happineſs, 
and the Protefiant Succeſſion, b 7 
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Of the KING of te ROMANS. 
I Antient Times. the Dignity of King of · the Rune 


* 
- 


was unknown in. the Senſe. it is now receiv'd; 22 
: | Lt, 1 | from 


. < 110 | 
2 by” time. of. the Firſt | Emperors to that of Chap. 
Jemargne, the Emperors themſelves were Kings of the 
Raman; that is to ſay, Sovereign Princes of the City 


of | Rome, Kings of the Romans, and Emperors. in the 
Game; Perſon, and therefore when Charlemagne deftin'd his 


Eldeſt Son to be his Succeſſor in. the Empire, that he 


ight give him Honour and not confound the Titles, of 
leflen his own Authority, he made him King of Jah; 
Which Quality was enjoy'd by his Son Louis the Debonair, 
and Lotbair I; who following his Example, gave their 
8 Heirs the fame Dignities, which in thoſe 

imes ſignified as much as Cæſar under the firſt Em- 
perors; and as a King of the Romans now. This laſt 
Quality began in the Reign of Otho I. when the Princes 
out of a Caprice of Devotion, believing that the Title of 
Emperor was in the Gift of the Pope, and being unwil- 
ling to thwart him, would not give the Title of Empes 
ror to his Son when he Crown'd him, but only that of 
King of the Romans, which he had Power to diſpoſe of, 
as Sovereign Prince of the City of Nome; and ſeveral Em- 
perors, in thoſe Days, contented themſelves with this 
Title only, which by Virtue of their Elections, inveſted 
them in the full Poſſeſſion of the Empire, and the Im- 


perial Dignity, till they could obtain the Name of Em- 1 


peror when the Pope thought fit to Crown them. 

But now the King of the Romans is taken under an- 
other. Acceptation, as one that is Elected to that Dignity 
dy the Princes of the Empire during the Life of the Ems 
peror, and who has the Management of all Affairs i 
the Emperors abſence, as Vicar General of the Empire, and by 
Virtue of that EleQion, fucceeds ' Emperor after the Death 
of the former, except there be a neceſſity for Election 
or Conſirmatiou. This by ſome is -look?d upon as an 
Artifice in Charles V. to make the Empire in a manner 
Hereditary without Noiſe or Trouble; And the Project 
nas fucceeded in the Houſe of Auftria, in making them 
firſt Kings of the Romans, and then they were ſure of 
being Emperors in courſe, as in the Examples of Maxis 
milian I. Fredinand I. Maximlian II. Radolpbus II. and Fre- 
8 III. and the laſt Emperor: for which Reaſon the 
Elector of Saxony and the Confederates of Smaltalu pro- 
teſted againſt this ſecret Deſign of Charles V. and Methods 
were afterwards propos'd to re 5 that Aſſair; but at 
length in the Year 15 32. Matter was Accomm 
me between Charles and the 3 and other 


Princes 
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but when he is out of it, 


Princes, who, it ſeems did not look deep enough into the 


Affair, nor ſfaw'what would be the Confequence of it. 


The King of the Romans being choſen by the EleQors 
of the Empire, the Emperor is then invited to the AT- 


ſembly, by the EleQors, to confirm the Elect ion, which 


being done, the King of the - Romans is Proclimd and 


Crown'd ; net with an Imperial Crown, but an Open 
Crown, which call the Raman: nor do they take 
an Oath of Fidelity to him, till after the Death oſ the 
Emperor: They alſo give him the Title of AUGUST, 
bur not that of Aliuays Auguſt, which is reſerv'd to the 


Emperor. They alſo make a Difference in their Arms, 


for the King of the Romans's is only an Eagle Diſplay” 


With one Head. but the Emperor is an eagle diſplay'd with two 


Heads he neat pr ep while the Emperor is in the Empires 


Chief and Perpetual Vicar of the Empire; governs all Affairs 


e King of the Romans as the fſecond 


as if the Emperor was preſent; is treated with the Title of 
Royal Majgſiy, and has the ſame Reſpect and Honour paid him 


as if he were Emperor; only with this Difference, that, 
the Marſhal of the Court carries: the Sword before him 


© In the Scabbard, but before the Emperor; Nackd. n 
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Of the COLLEDGE ov the Eleftons, 


2 N ancient Times, when the Eftates and Members of 
1 che Empire were oblig'd to confer together about their 


comimon:. Affairs, they all met in the fame Place, and 


poſitions -: the Emperor was pleas d to make: them, and 
conſider d and decided the Affairs before them. And as 
one of the 'moſt important Buſineſs of the Empire was 
she Election of an Emperor, ſo that Choice was made 
by the Princes. and People jointly; but after the Death 


of Lothair the II. the Princes, who had already exclud- 


ed the People from their Right of Election, being met 
together at Coblentz, to ellect the Succeſſor, they, 
reſolv'd, before all Things, to proceed in this Order. 


They nam'd ſeven among themſelves, three Arch-Biſhops 


for the Eccleſiaſtical Eftate, and four ſecular Princes for 
the Nobility, Sc. One King, one Count Palatine, one 
ED | 1 = XN ! DEAE 


Marquis, 


1 


form'd but one Aſſembly, where they receiv di the Pro- 


8. 


MYR ſeb 


Marquis, 46s of de molt 
| conſiderable "Perſons that carried thoſe Titles. 

Theſe confiding in their own Power, inveſted them · 
: ſelves with Authority to elect the Emperor. On this 
Manner Canrade the Third, and . Frederick the Firſt, 
'were choſen Emperors : 'Tho' both theſe A wers 
conteſted, one by. Henry the Proud, Duke ee 
and the other by Henry the Lyon, " his Son 2 uceſ 
for, as tranſacted and carry'd contrary to Law, and the 
antient Cuſtoms of the Empire. 

The new Electors continued the ſame 3 of Election, 
during 75 Years, under the Reigns of Henry VI, and 
 Phatip of Suabja, Otho, Fred: Ken II, and then making 
this long Pgſeſion a kind of Right, gave themſelves the 
Title of Electors during the Interregnum which followed 
the Death of Frederick II. They authoriz'ꝗ themſelves 
the more eaſily, . as being the moſt "conlitlerable and moſt 
Powerfyl Princes' in the Empire; and making themſelves 
Arbitrators of the Government, nam'd Rudolphus 1, and 
the Emperors following, without any Conteſts among 
the Eftates, tho it was an Invaſion upon the antient 
Euſtom. At length 'the Emperor Charles IV, turn'd 
this Practice into a Fundamental Law of the Empire, 
and publiſh'd it in the GOLDEN BULL. 

The Electors "having thus began, fince the Reign of 
Frederick II, to aſſe wbil ſeperately, ' for Election pre- 
tended to che © Ri ght of holding their Conferences apart 
for 3 Aﬀairg of the Empire, 0 55 Regard to 
the P tions that the Princes and the Im rial vial C8 
made "againſt this Seperation: This made the 
the Impe Serial Cities take up a Reſolution; allo, of of 45 
N in ſeperate Bodies pf makc their Conſultations ; 
and theſe *three Bodies of the Elacors, the Princes and 
the Imperial Cities, form'd* alſo different Claſſes, which 
they call d Colledges. which Diſtintion was fecer'd and 
eftabliſh'd in the Diet held At Franefert in the Vear 
1580. Tis foreign to my Purpoſe' to' ſhew how the 
Colledges were employ'd at that Time, both jn their 

rticular and general Aſſemblies," becailſe, as "ſince that 
Time _there Sg happen'd "among them Uivers in 
their Ranks, Seats and Voices, ſo the whole Matter be- 
ing Regulated by the Treaty. of /:; d it ſhall 
ſuffice to explain here what properly ray to the 2 


tors, N 
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the Prejudice of the 


tates of the Empire, For tho ſuch Offending Princes 


(14) 


The Flores have two Characters in one and the 


fame Perſon, vis. One which is common with the other 


Princes of the Empire, and the other particular to them- 


ſelves. By the Firſt they are Sovereigns in their own 
Dominions, and in that Quality their Subjects owe them 
Homage and Oaths of Fidelity; they have the Right 


of the Sword in Puniſhing Criminals, and in maki 


War. They have the Right of making Laws; Eſtabliſh- 
ing Tribunals in their Eſtates, and regulating Juſtice and 
Policy; of Coining Money; Impoſing Taxes, and mak- 
ing Confederacies and Alliances with the other Princes of 
the Empire, and Foreigners, for their particular Intereſts; 
and Fortifying Places; levying Troops; making Arcenals, and 
Caſting Cannon. They have, alſo Power to grant Par- 


| dons; to licence Fairs and Markets, to permit or prohi- 


bit Hunting, Setting, Fowling, and Fiſhing, and to 


of 


diſinherit for Baſtardize and otherwiſe. They raiſe Tenths 


upon the Mines and Salts, and have their Share in Trea- 
tures when diicover' d. They, ſend and receive Ambaſla- 


dors; they contract Marriages ; \, and grant Diſpenfations 


- [ 


tor Marriages to thoſe who profeſs the Prote/tant.. Reli- 
%% oo ont pt 
© TheſeRights they enjoy without Diſpute or Moleftation but 
there are many Things in which they cannotexerciſe an abſolute. 
Authority: As ſor Example, They cannot give any other 
Value to Money, or make any other kind of Money than what 
is allow'd by the Empire: They cannot enlarge their own. 
particular Authorities, nor to lay Tolls, nor Cuſtoms up- 
4 Bridges, Rivers, Paſſages thro* their Eſtates, to 
which Strangers are ſubject, without the Conſent of his 
Imperial Majeſty in full Dyet. They cannot, under Pre- 
tence of Securing their own Eſtates, enter into any con- 
federacy that directly, or conſequentially may tend to 
Empire, and the Fidelity they havg 
fworn to it: As for Example, if any Eleftor, or other 
Prince, fſhall,.. for the Preſervation. of his own Eftates, 
engage with Foreign Princes in a League, or Neutrality 3 
and in purſuanee of that League, or Neutrality, | 
think himſelt oblig'd to arm in Defence of this Treaty, 
that Elector, or other Prince, ſhall be reſtrain'd by 
Virtue, of his Oath of Fidelity to the Emperor and the 
Empire; and if after warning given him, he grows Con- 
tumacious, he is to be proceeded againſt at the Diſcrey 
tion of the Emperor, and his great Council of the Eſ- 


ars 


are Sovereigns in their own Territories, yet they are 


Subjects to the Emperor and the Empire, and muft pre- 
fer their Duty before their particular Safeties; for their 


Loſſes may, and ought to be repair d, but the Deſtrue- 


tion of the Empire cannot. 


The Three Electoral Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and Ab- 
bots, were ſome time Inveſted and Confirm'd by the 


Emperor, by the delivery of a Ring and a Rod or Staff; 
but Pope. Gregory VII. having fulminated againſt this ſort 
of Inveſtiture as Symoniacal, the Emperors have ſince con- 


tented themſelves with the Homage of theſe Prelates for 


their Temporalities belonging to che Empire; and on this 
Foot the Eeclefiaſtical Electors give their Suffrages at the 
Election of an Emperor, tho? they have not receiv'd their 
Pall from the Pope; becauſe the Electoral Dignity is Secular 
and appertains to the Principality, and not the Eccleſiaſtical, 
Offices. . 5 

The Secular Electors ſucceed in the Electoral Dignity 


and fo their Electorates from father to Son, ad infinitum; 


continue always in the oldeſt Male Branch, in a Lineal 
Succeſſion, and never fall f,om it to the Younger Bro- 
thers, or other Relations, till the intire Extinction of 


_ we Eldeft of the Fanaly. . —.. 1 f 
„We ſhew'd already That the King of the Romans E. 
lected, during the Life of the Emperor, was, in his Ab- 


fence, perpetual Vicar General of the Empire, and as his 
Quality. of. Vicar-General ceaſes only by his Advancement 
to the Imperial Dignity, which immediately happens upon 
the Death of the Emperor, ſo it follows, that the Vicars- 


General Born, cannot Exerciſe their Functions when there 


is a King of the Romans, but muſt wait for an [nterregnumy 


but when there is no King of the Romans Elected, (as at 


this Iuncture) they may exerciſe their Offices as ſoon as 


the Emperor is Deceas'd. 


Before the Elector of Bavaria was Inveſted with the 
Electoral Dignity, that antiently belong'd to the Elector 
Palatine, the Prince Palatine, and the Duke of Saxony, 
where the two Sole Vicars of the Empire; but ſince the 


Treaty of Munſter, wherein it was. decreed, That the 
Flectoral Dignity which the Princes Palatine had formerly 


Pifſeſs'd with Rights, Regalities, Offices, Precedencies, Orna- 


ments, Arms, and Rights whatſoever, ſbou d continue to the 


Lord: Maximilian, Count Palatine: Duke of Bavaria, and his 
Children: The EleQor ef Bavaria pretends, that this Vi- 


bariate belongs to him, Excluſwe of the. Prince Ka, 
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1 
1 
64] 
f 
. 


(16) 
and that the Terms of the Treaty had decided the 
Qucftion in his Favour, The. Ele&or Palatine, on the. con- 
trary, has. always maintain'd, that the Vicariate was not 
annex d to the Electoral Dignity, but the Count Palatine 
of the Rhine, agreeable to Antient Cuſtom and the Golden, 
Bull, which expreſly ſaith, That the Count Palatine of © 
3he Rhine it Vicar of the Empire, in regard of his Prin- | 
erpality, or by vertue of the Priviledge which particularly Af 15 
feats the Palatinate; and that it cannot paſs into another 1 
Family. However the Duke of Bavaria, after the Death | 
of Fredinand III. in 1657, being aſſiſted by other Electors, 
earry'd it againſt the Elector Palatine. 6 
The Powers of theſe Vicars are to name Perſons. to 
Benefices, have the Rights of the Regalia, call'd * 
Primarium Precum; to Receive the Revenue of the De: 
meins of the Empire; and diſpoſe of it to the Publick 
Advantage; and, in ſhort, to do all that the Emperor bim 
od & ax Perſe.  _ _ „ 
The Secular Electors have every one a Vicar to aſſiſt 
them in the Diſcharge of the Great Offices of the Im- 
perial Crown, which are annex d to their 12 
Theſe Vicars are Hereditary Officers of the Empire and * 3 
i Exerciſe all the Powers of the Princes they repreſent in 
1 their Abſence, excluſive of their Ambaſſadors. The Kingof B- 
4 Bemid's, vicar is the baron of Limburg, the elector of Bavaria's 
is one of the Family of Jaltburg. The Electors of Sarony s, 
x 5s Count Papenheim. The Elector of Brandenhurgh's, is Count 
4 Hobenzollern; the Elector Palatine's is Count Zinzentorft 
and the Elector of Hannover's, is Count. | 
When the Electors are in Perſon at the Election of an 
Emperor, or at other Solemnities, they diſcharge their 
| Offices themſelves, as is directed in the 27th Chapter of 
tte GOLDEN BULL, and their Vicars only attend at 
the Gates of the City of e to aſſiſt their Electors 
6 In mounting and diſmounting their Horſes, for which little 
Service they are rewarded with the Horſe the Elector rides 
on, and the Plate which he is ſerv'd with, in the exerciſe of 
His Office; but when the Electors are abſent, the Vicars 
ſerve the Emperor in all the Offices that the Electors ſhould 
do, if they were preſent. 3 6 
The Office of High- Treaſurer of the Empire, con- 
„ Yerr'd upon the Elector Palatine, has been ſettled: ſince 
1 the Treaty of Weſtphalia; and conſiſts, ae ith 
b deſtributing Medals by way of Largeſs; and throws Pieces 
I of Gold and Silver among the people, at the end of Corgs 
nation of the Empetor, or the King of the Romans 


::\# 


TY) 


- Here we muſt not forget to tails that among all 
the Officers of the Vicars, that, belonging to the Hi gb-Mar- 
bal of the Empire, has the "preateſt Employment : For, 
in the Abſence of that Elector, he has the Care of 
Lodging the Princes, and other Eſtates of the Empire; 
and of introdueing the Emperor into the Hall of dt. 
ence, or the Aſſembly. He alſo prepares the Throne, and 
ranges the Seats of the E leftors, the Princes and De= 
puties of. Cities. He gives them Notice at what Hour 
the Aſſembly will be held; calls them one after ano- 
ther; takes their Suffrages in the Aſſembly; ; counts their 
Voices; ſets the Guards at the City Gates, where the 
Election made; at the Chambers where the Electors 
are Lodg d, and at the Aſſembly, and keeps the Keys 
of the Doors, when they are ſhut, with ſeveral other 
Offices, to tedious to be here W Gs 
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The GOLDEN BULL: (85 cats beceiſe e 
"ons of Gold was LY to the Inſtrument.) | 


YHARLES IV. by the Gee of God, Emperor ot 
| the Romans, &c. Lites a ſerious and delibetite Con- 
ion in our Court, and ſolemn Aſſembly at Nurem- 
berg, in, the Preſence of all the Princes, Electors, Earls, 
Sc. and by our Imperial Authority, we have made and 
publiſh'd, by the Edict, the following Laws, to maintain 
the Union between the Electors, to eſtabliſh a Form of 
the Election of the King of the Romans, and to pre- 
vent all manner of Differences which may ariſe, in or 
about the ſaid Election, eſtabliſh d to Ne in the 
Year of our r Lord 1356, | 


l. 
u and by whom the E 22 are td be ſafely cnet 
ed to, the Place of E lection 7 the King of the Romans. 
WI. declare by this 8 edict, That when there 
ſhall be Occaſion to chooſe a King of the No- 

mans, or an Emperor, and our Electors ſhall take their 


J ourney to the Place of the ſaid Election, every Prince 
Es OE C Elector 
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top, or hinder the Paſſage A an 


185 


| Elefior ſhall be oblig'd to ſend a Safe-Guard to "the 


Traveling Elector, — he may ſafely go thro* his Domi- 
nion; and further, if it's requſite, to the Place of, Elec - 
tion: and the fame ſhall be obſerv'd at his Return, un- 


der the Penalty of looſing, for that time only, his Te 


in that Election. 
We alſo command the ſame to 10 obſery'd by all Os 


ther Princes, Earls, &c, of the Empire, under the 


Pain of looſing - their Fiefs, and other their Poſſeſſions, 
Rights, Priviledges, and be guilty of the Imperial Ban, 
&c. 


We likewiſe command, that all . Towns Sc. 


| thro which the EleQtors ſhall paſs, do furniſh them with 


all forts of Provifions, &c. at reaſonable Rates, under 


the Penalties above-mention'd. 
And if any Prince, Earl, &c. City or Town, &c, 


ſhoud lay an Ambuſh, or, by of = 2 of . 
lector, or puty, 


in going or coming to or from the Place of Election, we 


declare them guilty of Rebellion. 


And for their greater Security, and the performance 


of this edit, our Will aud Pleaſure is, That all Elec- 


tors, Princes, &c. oblige themſelves, by their Oaths, 
and in Writing, to perform them Bona fide, under the 


aforeſaid Penalties. 


And tho* we command all Electors, &c. to give 2 
Safe-Guard and Conduct to each Elector, or his Deputy; 
yet we think it neceſſary, however, to aſſign each Elec- 
tor what Guards they fhall have in going to, or coming 
back from the Place of Election. 

The King of Bohemia, Arch Cup-bearer of the Em- 
pire, ſhall be guarded by the Archbſhop: of Mentz, by 
the Biſhop of Banberg and Wirtburg, and by the Bare 


grave of Nuremberg and of Huendo. 
The Arch-biſhop of Calen, Arch-Councellor of the Em- 


pire in Zaly, ſhall be guarded by the Arch-biſhops of 


Alentz and Triers, by the Count Palatine of the "ys 


and by the Landgrave of Heſſe, &c. 


The Arch-biſhop of - Triers, *Arch-Councellor *. of tha 
Empire of Gallia, and in the Kingdom of Arles, by 
the Arch-biſhop of Fonts, and by the Count Palatine of the 


ine 


The Count Palatine of the Rhine, Arch-Maſter of the - 
Empir Fs by the TI of Mentz, 


The 


C9). 


The Duke of Saxony, Arch-Mareſchal of the Ems 
pire, by the King of Bohemia, and the Marquis of 
Brandenburgh EEO NOUS 5 
We alſo command, That each Elector give timely Notice to 
| thoſe, thro' whoſe Dominions he is to travel, which way he intends 
to go, ** they may ſend ſafe conducts and guards to the place aps 
pointed. | $6 
We likewiſe ordain, that the Arch-biſhop of Mentæ, 
for the time being, ſhall ſend his Circular Letters by 
Expreſſes to every Elector in Particular, to give them 
Notice of the Time and Place of the faid Election, 
which ſhall be Three Months from the Date of the Let- 
ters, when the Electors ſhall repair in Perſon, or by 
their Deputies, to the City of Francfort upon the Mayn. 
The Form of which Letters, and of the Powers given 
to the Deputies, ſhall be exhibited at the end of this 
preſent edict, | 15 5 | 
"The Arch-biſhop of Mentx having certain News of 
the Death of the Emperor, or of the King of the R. 


mant, ſhall, .in a Month's time, from the Day he has 


receiy'd the News of the ſaid Death, give Notice of it 
to all the Electors by his Circular Letters; and if the 
faid Arch-biſhop ſhould negle& it, then the Electors, 
without Intimation, ſhall, in Three Months repair to 
Francfor # to chooſe an Emperor, or a King of the Ro- 
mans, But none of the Electors, or their Ambaſſadors, 
Jhall enter into Francfort, during the Time of the Elec- 
tion, with more than 200 Horſe; 50 of which are only 
to be Arm'd, And if any Elector, after having ſuch 
Notice to appear, ſhall refuſe, or neglect, to come, or 
ſend his Deputies thither, with full Powers; or it, bes 
ing come, he retires before the Election be made, with- 
out leaving a Deputy, he ſhall, for that time only, looſe 
his Vote in Election. And that the Election may pro- 
ceed regularily, we command all the Inhabitants of Franc- 
fort, to protect the Electors and their 'Retinues from any 
kind of Inſult or Aﬀront; and if apy Quarreis ſhould 
| ariſe, to pacify it immediately, under Pain of Forfeit- 
ing their Rights and Priviledges. And to the end that 
Peace may be preſerv'd, they ſhall not ſuffer any Stran- 
ger to, come into their City, during the Time of the 


Election, | 
x - SB . II. | 
The Plection of a King of the Romans. 


FRHE Electors having made their Entry into the City 
I of Frazn#firr, ſhall go ma Morning to the Church 


I ö 
re 
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8. Bartholmew. the Apoſtle; and ** aſſiſted at 

eee of the Hol y-Ghoſt, the Goſpel of St. Tor 
deing laid before ens the Eccleſiaſtical Electors Jaying 
&heir;: Hands on their. Breaſts, and the Secular EleRtors lay-⸗ 


ing their Hands on the Goſpel, the Arch-biſhop of Ments 


ſhall: 1 9 to them, and take with them the follow- 
ing Oath 
A. B. Archbiſhop 0 M. entz, Swear upon this Hoy 


655 el, and hy the "Faith I owe to God and the Holy Ro- 


24 


| — 2 mipire, that actording to my beſt Abilities, 2 7 with 


the help of God, I will” Elec ſuch a Perſon for King of 
the Romans, whom fall think worthy. of that dignity, and 
hut toit hout any Sollicitation, private Intereſt Hopes of * Reward, 


Promiſe, or Expettation whatſoever : 3 help me God and 
Bis Sams. 


After having taken the ſaid Oath, the Electors ſhalt 
proceed t to the FleQion, and ſhall not 80. out of Fracn- 
Fort © ill the Election be made. And in 30 Days, 
from” the Day they began, they ſhall 4 have concluded 
che N ien, they ſhall- have no other Subſiſtance but 
Bread and Water, during the reſt of the Time that the 
Hlection continues, and untill it be finiſh'd, 

After the Electors, or the Majority of them, kid made 
their: Choice of a King of the Romans, the Election | ſhall 
ſtand as effectualy 28 if all of them had unanimouſly 


' Voted for the fame Perſon. It is alfo provided, That if 


an elector, or his deputy, ſhall come to Frankfort after 
the Eleckion is begun, © he ſhall, however, be admitted to 
to tlie Election. | 

The King of the Nhat ſoon after his EleQion, and be- 
Wie he adminiſters any affairs of the Empire, ſhall, by 
his Letters Patent, confirm without dela ay) the Priviledges, 
Rights, Ec. of the Electors, Princes, Towns, which they 
enjoy'd before his election, and ſhalt do the fame if he 
comes to be Emperor. | 

We alſo decree, That in cafe Three Electors Preſent, 
or the Ambaſſadors of the Abſent, ſhall make Choce of 
an Elector Preſent, or abſent, to be King of the Romans, 
the Vote of the Flected, if be is Preſent, or the Vote of 
his Amba”ador, if he is Abſent, ſha!l prevail, and make 
the greater and deciſive Number, | 9 


ee. 


| SK or An. 
2. Places of the drch-hibops if Triers, Colon, — 


Baye GOrdain'd, by th preſent” Edict, which ſhall continue 

in Force for ever, That the Arch-biſhop of” Triers ſhall” fit 
over againſt the Emperor; he of Mentz ſhall fit in any Countr 

— the Province of Colen excepted, on the Right-H 
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* the King ef the Romans, hall be Preſent i in the Im- 
perial Aſſemblies, or ſhall ſit in Council, at Table, or in any o- 
cher Place with the Electors, the King of Bohemia, as a Crown'd 
Head, ſhall fit next to the Arch-biſhop of Mentz or Colen; the 


ww Count Palatine next to him; the Duke of Saxony ſhall ſit 


on the Emperor's/Left-Hand ; next to the Arch-biſhop ſetting 


on the left hand and the Marquiſs of Brandenbourg next to the 


| Duke of Saxony. The Elector of Mentz, when the Empire is 


vacant; ſhall have Power, alone, to Summon Electors to the future 


Election, and ſhall receive their Votes after the followin 
manner. He ſhall firſt aſk the Opinion of the Elector of 


Triers, whom we declare ſhall have Power to give the 


firſt Vote; then the Arch-biſhop of Colen; thirdly, the 
King of Bohemia; fourthly, the 6 

— of Sarony; fixthly, the Elector of Brandenburgb; ; and 
Kiftly, the Arch-biſhop of Mentx ſhall give his Vote. 

In performing the Ceremonies at the Imperial or Rey 
Feaſt, the Marquiſs of Brandenburgh ſhall give Water to 
waſh the Emperor's Hands and the King of the 2 5 
the King of Bobemia ſhall give the Cup; the Count Pa- 
latine ſhall bring in the Diſh of Meat. and the Duke of 
* ſhall act as 9 of the Empire. 


＋ prevent: Aiſputes and differentes which may ante 
between the Arch- Biſhop of Mentx, Colen, and _ 
Friers, about Preredenay: in Imperial and Royal Aſſemblies 
We, by and with the Cönſent, and Advice all the Electers, 


{keto dere 'That' vlenbeber the Emperor, or 


gunt Palatine ; fifthly, the 
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EE CT, Ve 5 
n. Rights of the Cin Palatine, and Duke of 'Saxoriy.. | 


al Throne: i is. vacant, the Count 
. ſhall be Vicar of the Empire, in the Parts 


on the Rhine, Suabia and Franconia, with Power to 
adminiſter Juſtice, to nominate Perſons: to al] Eccleſiaſtical | 


Preferments, to receive the Revenues of the Empire, to give 


the Inveſtiture of all Fiefs, and to take their Oaths and 
Homage 


in the Name of che Empire; Nevertheleſs, they 
ſhall be renew'd by the King of the Remans after he is Elec- 
ted; But the Fiefs of Princes, the Fiefs inveſted by the De- 
livery of a Standard, ſhall be given —_ by the Emperors, 
or the Kings of the Romans; and the Count Palatine, dur- 
ing his Admiſtration, ſhall have no Power to alienate any 
Th ng belonging to the Empire. 

The Duke of "Saxony ſhall alſo have the ſame Power, and 

on the fame. Conditions; in all Places where the Saxon 
1 — is obſery'd: And tho', by an antient Cuſtom, the 


Emperor, and 'the- King of the Romans are oblig'd, being 


ſu'd at Law ſor Debt, to give their Anſwers before the 
Count Palatine ; yet that Count ſhall not exerciſe that 
Juriſdiction in any Place but in the Imperial Court, 


where the Emperor and the King of the aa ſhall 
be preſent, | 


SECT. vI. 


5 The Precedence of the ELECTORS above off 4 


other Perſons, s 


E Ordain, That, in all Ceremonies and bom 
Aſſemblies, all the Princes Electors ſhall precede 


every other Prince of what Quality and Dignity ſoever ; 
that the King of Bohemia ſhall have Pre — 


710 Placę before any other King whatſoever, 
SEC T. VII 


The Succeffi en of the Mb 


O Wbt all Cauſes of Offence and Differences be- 
tween the Sons of the Secular Electors, concerning 


the Right Election, _ the Dangers of long Delays, we 
decree 


\ 


(639 


decree, by this perpetual Edict, That in Caſe one of 
ie ſaid Beende ſhould Die, his Eldeſt Son being Legiti- 


gs mate,” and Secular Prince, ſhall, 7/o facto, have the ſame 


Electoral Right his Father had, and in Caſe the El. 
deft Son ſhou'd Die, his Eldeſt Son. being a Secular, ſhall 
| ſucceed him in the ſaid Right; and if the Eldeſt Son has 
no Iſſue, his younger Brother, legitimate and ſecular, ſhall 
have the ſame Power; and the Succeſſion, ſo regulated, 

| ſhall continue for ever; But if the Elector, or his Right- 
full Sueceſſors, leave Male Children that are Minors, the 
next of Kin ſhall adminiſter the Office till the Heir be of full 
Age, and then the Adminiſtrator ſhall immediately ſurrender 
the Power and Office of Elector, which he held in their 
Names. And if any of his Dominions ſhou'd be vacant 
to the Profit of the Empire, the Emperor, or the King 
of the Romans, ſhall diſpoſe of them as they pleaſe, 
without Prejudice to the Priviledges of the Subjects of 
Bohemia, who have right to Elect themſelves a King. 


S EC T. VIE. 
The Priviledges of the Sujeds of Bohemia. 


8 A S the Priviledges granted by our Predeceſſors, and con- 
firm'd by us to all the Subjects of Bohemia, viz. 
That none of them, under any Pretence whatſoever, 
ſhall be ſummon'd out of that 1 to appear before 
any other Court, but that of the King of Bohemia, we do 
determine that if any of the ſaid Subjects ſhall be ſum- 
mon'd to appear before any other Court, they ſhall not 
be oblig'd to appear; and all Judgments given againſt. 
them for not Appearing ſhall be void: Nor ſhall the faid 
Subjects have Power to appear, in any caſe, to any o- 
ther Court, but to that of their King; and if they do, 
the Sentence of all other Tribunals ſhall be declar'd 


Null and Void, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 

er. IX 
The Gold and Silver Min Es and other MerATs. 
1 E hereby Order, That the Kings of Bohemia, and 
| all the Electors, ſhall quietly poſſeſs all the Gold 


and ſilver Mines, and thoſe of other Metals, Saline, with 
BY the profits of Salt, and Springs already found, and _ 
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ceſſots under the ſame Condition. 
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| that ſhall be found hereafter in their own wn Dominions +1h | all 


9 Fower to receive Fews in their Dominions, and raiſe 
axes and Cuſtoms, &c. as they have dene in Time paſts. 
ae | The Coin. | 

n J V * bs ; Zerg 
Tur King of Beens mall have Power eo coin Gold 
and Silver in all his Dominions; to purchaſe Caſtles, 
Land, &c. take Mortgages, Sc. on Condition, that thoſe 


Eſtates ſhall pay the uſual Duties to the Empire, which 
Power we alſo grant to all the Electors and their Sue- 


C 
"The. Eleftim of the: Princes Bless 

XIIYIE ao decree, That all the Subjects, of the 

Electors of Colen, Mentz, and Triers, ſhall appear 


only, in all Cauſes whatſoeyer, before their Princes Courts, 
and no were elſe; and that Sentence, given againſt them 


- 


in. other Courts ſhall be Null and Void. Alſo, That none 


of the ſubjects of thoſe Electors ſhall. appeal from the Judg- 
ment of their Courts, and if any do theſe Apeals ſhall be Void. 
But if Juſtice be deny d to the ſaid Subjects, by their Princes, 
they ſhall have then Liberty to appeal only to the Imperial 
Court. The ſame Right is hereby granted alſo to all other 
ſecular Electors and their Succeſſors, and to their Sub- 


= 


jects, under the fame Limitations. 

| Pre STCT 

The Aſſemblies of the Electors. | 
7TH the Advice of all the. Electors Princes, how 


80 


[ aſſembled” at Nuremberg, We have Ordain'd, That 


the ſaid Electors, for the future, ſhall meet, in Perſon, 
in one of our Imperial Cities once a Year, a Month af- 


ter - Eaſter, and that, for this preſent Tear, We ſhall 


Hold ſuch an Aſſembly at that Time in our City of 
Aentz, and then wilt appoint a Place where we ſhall 


meet again the next Year; and do projniſe to protect 


and guard the Princes going to, or returning from the 


appointed City. And that the Dispatch of An 
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not be delay'd by the, uſual Feaſts happening in thoſe 


Aſſemblies, we command that no general Entertainment 
be made, but private and moderate Treats only. 
Sen IE vw „ 
3 8 „ ee ee riorihaier; e0. „ 54h GH 
K WE. by this preient Edict, do declare, That all the 
- 7 ; Priviledges granted by Us. or by the Emperors, | 
and Kings of the Romans, our Predeceſſors, to any Body of | 
what Quality ſoever, Cities, Towns, c, or ob granted | 
hereafter. ſhall in no way prejudice the Libetties and ſ u- 
riſdictions of the Electors, tho* it is expreffed in the Grants 

of thoſe Priviledges that they ſhall not be revoked. 


5 8 E CT. XIV. | 
Of thoſe that are depriv'd of the Feudatary, Eftates, 
Ee as in many Places of the Empire, Vaſſals re- 


ſign and renounce the Fiefs which they hold of their 

| rds, and that after ſnch a Renunciation they claim a 

| Right to declare War, and ſeize the ſame Fiefs againſt the 
Ky Rights of their Lords, we declare theſe Renunciations to 
be void, except they be legally and freely made, and 

that whoever ſhall act to the contray, or under that 
Pretence, ſhall trouble their Lords, ſhall loſe their Fiefs, 

be declared infamous be put to the Ban of the Empire, 

and ſhall be declared uncapable to poſſeſs thoſe Fiefs again, 

and we order the Inveſtiture given to them, of no Effect. 


. 8 8 T. XV, 
Of Conſpiracies. G 


condenin and declare null and void all Conſpiracies, 
and unlawful Aſſemblies, under any Manner of 
| Pretences, held without conſent of their Superiors, thoſe ex- 
- coped only, which are held for the preſervation; of, the 
y publick Peace againſt them; and thoſe who, for Time 
0 come; | ſhall make fi uch unlawful Conventions, be- 
des the Pains expreſsd againſt them by the Laws, 
ſhall be declar d infamous; | adjudg'd to pay ten Pounds 
in Gold, and if a City, 100 Pounds of Gold, one 
Moiety to the Emperor, and the other to their Lord. 


. e, 8 e . , ho 
\ 54 HFalburgers, or thoſe who have laſt their | Freedom 
| Ding inform'd that ſeveral Burgers and others, in Con- 
D tempt of their Natural Duty to their Superiors have 
Aimee paſt, and to this Day, continue to make them 


ſelves B 
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ü the fame. lace till the Election be oyer, and 


wes Burgers and, Sujects of other Cities and Towns, td, 
Sad | their natural Ton ef their Rights over them. 
we, by Advice of the Elektors, Princes, Ec.” have de- 
creed, by this preſent Conſtitution, That Tach Subjects 
ſhall no way enjoy the Privitedges of the Cities, c. 
where they have bought their Freedoms. to the Prejudice 
of their natural Superiors, unleſs they actually reſide in 


_ thoſe Cities, notwithſtanding any Priviledges obtained by 


them to the contrary; which we declare full; and who- 
ever ſhall trangreſs this Law, for the ſuture, ſhall- pay 


Too Marks of pure Gold, one Moity to the Empire; 
and the other to the Lords, F are = 
Of Chalets. 

I E, declare, that thoſe who, under Pretence df : 
VV juſt cauſe, challenge any Perſon in a Place which 
s not his ordinary Abode, ſhall have no Power to ſpoil 
his Lands, or burn his Houſes: And that thoſe Kinds 
of Challenges are unlawful, wnlefs they be made publick- 
ly, and before ſufficient Witnefles ; - otherwiſe he that fent 
the Challenge ſhall be noted of Infamy, and puniſh'd as 
2 Traytor by our Judges. We alſo torbid prog Wars, 
Burnings, unlawful Impofitians, and Exactions for 'Safe- 
Conduct under the aforſaid Penalties,  '  * 
i $ ECT, XVII. 


* 8: Et C21 , TRE ; FN bY nt bebe. 72S oth: ares: 3 
The Tenor of Letters of Summons. to the Place of Elec- 


tion of the King of the Romans, 
oO the moſt illuſtrious Prince, Lord, Oc. the, Mar- 
quis of Bramtenburgb, High Chancellor of tie Holy R- 
war Empire, our Colleague and dear Friend : Ka (Hae 8 
vw Notice of the Election of the King of the Rimans, Which, 
tor good Reaſons, ought to be immediately; and thetefore 
iovitd you according to the Duty of bur Office, and the 
Cuſtoms of the ſaid Electors; That in three Months Tine, 
from the" Date of ſuch 2 Day, you come your felf ot 


ſend your Ambaſſadors, or Proxies, one br tore, , with, 


fall | Powers to the appointed Place, to Adviſe tredt, and 
agree” (according to the facred Laws made for that pur 
poſe) with other Princes, your ànd our Colleagues about 


the Election of a King of the Romans, who "ſhall here- 


n 
afrer,; by the, Grace of God, . be, Emperor; and, 9 A 
_ to 4 £ 

a5. E. endend by the facxed Lays altaklillcd -for unt my 


ec. 20 AT Oe 2 50 5 


v ith. [ag re your- 5 dur 
the Authority of the faid Jays n 

a Amb⸗ * Abſence. 155 7% ET 5 
The farm of 4 — 3 . given to the E 22 who fonts 


E, by the Grace of God, &c. * of the Ho- 

| iy Empire, Oc. Be it know to all, That for 
juſt and + reaſonable - Cauſes the Election of the King 

the Romans is to be ſpeedily made; and ſince we aß 

deſire, as we are oblig d in our own Honour, and the Ho- 


our of the Wp it may "of be expoſ to any 
ell hy delay: e being al Peibradsf g i- 
delity and P or of our > dar a0 a N. . haye 


nominated and appointed them to be our true, lawful. and 
2 N Proxies, to adviſe and agree with the reſt of our Col- 
Leagues ahgut the Election of a Perſon fit to be King of the 

mans; and to take, in our Names, the neceſſary Oaths, 
and do every Thing reſpectively, as if we were Perſonally pre- 


nt, promiſing to NN and confirm what ſhall be concluded 
Thepy in our Names. | | 
| & the Union n of the Principality, of the EleQors and and of 
the Priviledges annex'd to them. | 
F the Romans is inſeparably united to the Principalities of 
Electors; and as the ſame Right cannot fall but to thoſe 
Edict, That the Right of Election ſhall be always fo unit 
to the faid Principalities, that whoever ſhall be in Poſſeſſion 
EleQor, any Thing done heretofore | to the con * 
8 ithlanding F e * 


S' B CF. XX. 
Oraſtauch as the Right of the Election of the King or 
who poſſeſs thoſe Principalities, We decree, by this perpetu 
of them, ſhall alſo enjoy the Right, Office, &c. of an 


SECT. XXI. 


The Order for the Ranks of the Arch-Biſhops, 


H Aving already order'd the Precedence among the 
Eccleſiaſtical Electors in Council, at Table, c. 
we now think fit to preſcribe the Order to be obſery'd 
in Proceſſions, and other publick Marches, 

Wheneyer the Emperor, or the King of the  Rimant, 
Yau march _ in State, the Any of Triers ſhalſ 
immediately 
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re gb go before the 17 or the King of the 


= Romans, 
Princes "who 12 the Imper 


y hen fix, between fhem, but the 


the Empefor: br King, marches without the ſaid Orna- 
ments; then the ame Arch-biſhop mall march directly 
before the Emperor, or the King, no perſon between 


them; and the other two Ardb-biſhops {hall n haye 


the fame Place before aſſigned then; 
Gy * * {4 45 Lies 1» 8 E e 1135 XXII. h We = * by * 
LAT Of, the. March of the ſecular . Ele@ars. 1 9 4 * 


1 N alli Proceſfions' and other Solemnities, . Imperial, 
or Royal Ornaments are Born, the Duke of Saxvny, bearing 


the Imperial Royal Sword, ſhall immediately. precede the 
Emperor having, on his Right-Hand the Count 74 tine, bear- 
ing the Globe, and on his Left the Marquis Braudenburęb 

bearing the Scepter; ; the King of Bobemia at meth 


gre of the Emperor. * 
8 E & T. Mn. bas 925 
A ND the firſt conſecrated Arch- biſhop ſhay* have, the Pre- 


cedency in Pronouncing the Bleſſings at the End of every | 


folemn WON ”Y 0 LA 0 . 
e er. XXIV. e 
The ' following Laws abere Publi i'd in the Dyet of Mets, ox 
Chriſtmas-Day, in the Year 13 56. by Charles the IV. Ems 
peror, by the Electors preſent, Theodore, Biſhop [of Alba, 
Car dinal, and Charles Eldeft Son to the King of F nber, Drie 
of Nermandy, and Dauphin of Viennois. 


I: any Perſon ſhall Attempt, or by Oath Promiſe and Engage 


in any Conſpiracy againſt the Life of any of the Electors of 
ſhall be put to Death, and all his Goods 


the Empire, he 
and Fſtate forfeited, as in. Caſes of High Treaſon: For the 
the Electors being part of our own Body, the Will ſhall be 
puniſhed with the ſame ſeverity, as if the Fact had been com- 
mitted. The Son of the Traytor ſhall' looſe his Maternal Inheri- 
tance, and in all other Tnheritances whatſoever, the Daughters 


ſtall have only the Fourth part of their Maternal Eſtate. 


The Accomplices of the ſaid  Traytors, and their Sons, 
ſhall ſuffer the ſame Puniſhments, unleſs they diſcover the Treaſon 
in the beginning of the Conſpiracy, and then they ſhall be 


Pardoned, end Rewarded : But if the Traytor ſhall be dead 


before the Diſcovery, his ERate ſhall, nevertheleſs, . be for- 
feited ; and whoever is guilty of ſuch Treaſon, from that 
very Time, ſhall be uncapable to ſell or mortgage his Eſtate 5 


S E c . "XXV..: 
The Preſervation of the " Princtpalities of the Electors. | 


W E Ordain, bv this preſent Conſtitution, : That the Princi- 


palities , of Bdhemia, the Palatinate, 's axony, and Bram 
_ gh 


. Ornaments; ; but when 


to free his Slaves ; 3 or demand any Debts c are Noo to 
him. . 'Z 


Vis 


but by preſery'd entire, 


"= NI Arch-Chancellor bearing at the Top of his Silver Staff; 


i 9 


EP with all. their De denies all 2 
Depends che Eldeſt att . 

to them, unleſs he is Non- Campe A, wi a 15 
SGBovern; for in ſuch Caſes the nd Son hall Juceed ſuceed e 
der the Next of Ein, by his Fathers fide,” 02 Fore} ron oy | 


5x07. r - ol 
D. Imperial Court. * * 5 12 33 


| HE Day! being 7 coped Jn which the Emi r, he 
T King of the mant, ſhalt” hold the Imperial Net 2 85 "=p 
Electors” ſhall be ready at the Imperial, or Royal, Palace. 
OA whete the Emperor, or the 11 in their Robes, ſhall ride 
on Horſe bach, with all the Electors, to the Place of te 
Court, every one after the Order and d Manner above preſcribd/ 


the Imperial, or Royal Seals: the other Electors, the Scepter, I 
to as it "Hal Order N 25 4 . 52 named by by _” 
Emperor march imm ore che Arch-biſho : 
Triers, bi the * Ain la 2 and the Crown 25 5 
Which ſhall only be gplers perry; ef the Em rar ſhall. wear; his 
Imperial Cf wats” "0, or the Queen of the 


| —_— in their Robes, th = f 5 the Emperor, the King 
of the e King o N ned b 
228 of Honour. * ; . | F * 


1 e e SECT. XXVII. 
The e the Ele@ors, during ths.S 22 of the Imperial cis 


E 


I — Ee 
| oo 


VERY time the Emperor, or the King of the Rae | 
3- ſhall keep a ſolemn Court, the Electors perform _ | 
Offices after the following Manner. The Emperor ſittin 

his Throne; the Duke of Saxony being on Forſe- 3 
before the Gate of the Palace; à heap of Oats ſhall be pre- 
ared as High as the Horſes Breaſt, and the Duke having his 
dülver Staff, and a Meaſure of Silver, both weighing twelve 
Marks; 'the Duke ſhall fill the meaſure with Oats and give 
it to the next Groom of the Stables, then, planting his Staff 
in the Oats, he Retires, and the Vice-Mareſel or the Mar- 
eſchal of the Court ap roaching, they leave the as Plander. 
to all that can take J | 
The Emperor, or Kin of the 3 . | 
the Eccleſiaſtical - Elector ball bleſs the Table then the 
Arch - Biſhops, or one of them, beazin | 
at the Top of the Siber Staff, ſhall put upon the Ta- 
ble, and the Arch*Biſhop, in whoſe Dioceſs the Court is 
held, ſhall take the broadeſt Seal and hang it about his Neck 
during Dinner Time. The Staff and the Seal ſhall belong ta 
the Chancellor of the Court to diſpoſe of as he pleaſes. 
Then the Marquis of Brandenbourg, on Horſe-back' having 
in his Hands a filver Baſon and Ewer with water and a Napkig, 
mall 9 81 out water to waſh the Emperor's Hands. 
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in ſolemn. 
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